
GREAT LAKES COMMITTEE – IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

August 20, 2015 

Ashley Hoekstra     
DNR Bureau of Drinking Water and Groundwater 
Box 7921     
Madison, WI 53707-7921     

DNRWaukeshaDiversionApp@wisconsin.gov 

RE: Waukesha Diversion Application Request 

Dear Ms. Hoekstra: 

On behalf of the Great Lakes Committee of the Izaak Walton League of America, we submit the 
following comments on the Waukesha Request for Great Lakes Water.  We urge the 
Department to deny this request. 

The Waukesha request for Great Lakes water is the first test of diversion of Great Lake Basin 
waters under the terms of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources 
Compact (Compact) and may set a precedent for future requests. As such, Waukesha’s 
application must be in compliance with the Compact in accordance with diversion and water 
conservation policy and criteria.  Our Great Lakes Committee members are actively engaged 
with protection and restoration in their respective Basin states from New York to Minnesota, 
representing members across the basin.  The groundwater, surface water and Great Lakes 
tributaries are part of a single connected system that is only renewed annually by less than one 
percent through rainfall and snowmelt.   Further it is a fragile ecosystem that provides drinking 
water for 30 million people in the U.S.  As such, any diversion requests must be seen within a 
greater context of good stewardship, cumulative impacts and long term sustainability of the 
lakes’ ecology and the region’s economy. 

A look at groundwater sources reveals that groundwater levels in Southeast Wisconsin have 
been stabilizing or are rising.  A diversion request must demonstrate, per the Compact, that 
“There is no reasonable water supply alternative within the basin in which the community is 
located, including conservation of existing water supplies” (Compact Section 4.9.3.d).  An 
independent engineering firm, in a July 2015 report, concluded that Waukesha does have a 
feasible water supply alternative.  Investing in additional water treatment infrastructure would 
allow for treatment for radium and ensure sufficient clean and safe water that meets state and 
federal standards now and in the future from existing deep and shallow water wells. Moreover, 
the cost of this infrastructure is far less than the cost of the diversion. 

 In addition, the application includes towns in Waukesha County that do not currently have a 
need for safe drinking water – indeed, two of those towns, the Town of Waukesha and the Town 
of Genessee, have publicly stated they have no current need for Great Lakes water.  The 
Compact is clear that a need for water must exist in the community to be eligible for a diversion; 
including the other towns in the application is not consistent with the Compact.   



Additionally, we are concerned that the Waukesha Plan to return water to the Great Lakes Basin 
via the Root River has the potential to increase the phosphorus pollution to this impaired river, a 
tributary of Lake Michigan.   

Waukesha does not make a make a compelling case for a diversion.  Considering that 
Waukesha’s demand for water has been decreasing since the late 1980s, that there are feasible 
and less costly alternative options available, and that Waukesha is asking for 10.1 million 
gallons per day(mgd) while current use is 6 mgd, these conditions and findings are evidence 
that there is no justification for this diversion request.   

Therefore, it is only prudent to deny this request.  To do otherwise sets a precedent for 
undermining the value of the Compact to keep the waters within the Basin and threatens the 
sustainability of its diverse ecosystem and significant economic benefits. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 Sincerely, 

Jill Crafton                                                                                                                                    
Chair – Great Lakes Committee                                                                                                                   
Izaak Walton League of American                                                                                                                           
10351 Decatur Avenue South                                                                                                                                 
Bloomington, MN 55438                                                                                                                                         
jillgreatlakesike@gmail.com                                                                                                                          

Les Monostory, New York Division - Izaak Walaton League of America                                                   
Jim Sweeney, Porter County Chapter, Chesterton,Indiana  - Izaak Walton League of America                                        
Barry Drazkowski, Minnesota Division - Izaak Walton League of America                                                          
Rich Staffon, W..J. McCabe Chapter, Duluth, Minnesota - Izaak Walton League of America                                                           
Robert Stegmier,  Dwight Lydell Chapter, Belmont, Michigan  - Izaak Walton League of America                        
Rick Graham, Great Lakes Chair - Ohio Division - Izaak Walton League of America   

 

 

 

 


